




































#5 

Absolute ly no customs wnnected with menstruation. 
Only thing he ever heard of was that women shouldn't 
ride horses during menstruation- obviously a health 
precaution. 

July 7,1931 
Conversation with Eva Morris, a Pima woman married 

to David Morris, an Apache. Both are educated and 
intelligent and have brought their 4 children up to 
speak English. They took me to all night dance at 
Ciberne. She spoke of the way in which the women re-
lapse into the old customs as soon as they return 
from school and then refuse to speak English any more. 
Told me her husband's brothers wife. I saw the brother 
who looked like a nice bellow and she told me that he 
frequently beat his wife, but that it was her own 
fault. She was always starting up fights. She had been 
a school girl and had returned from school with pretty 
clothes and always neat and clean. She had been "no 
good" even at school however. She had run away for 3 
months with a man. Then when she returned to school they 
wouldn't take her back but sent her home. Within 2 weeks 
she married David's brother and on the day she married 
she burned up all her pretty American clothes. Now they 
are always fighting. He tried to separate from her once 
but came back again. 

Divorce is extremely rare. No matter how much they 
fight, married couples will stick together. Divorce 
occurs for sterility and infidelity, and the man must 
measure up as well as the woman. Incompatibility is 
never cause for divorce. 

Virginity  is highly prized - a girl is very carefully 
watched to see that nothing happens to her. At dances 
watch is kept that boys and girls do not even hold hands 
and the parents exercise viligence to see that none of 
them slips off during the dance-because "of course- there 
are always one or two who will slip off". The unmarried 
men will not marry a girl who has fooled around with men. 
Mary Velasquez will probably never get married, she thinks-
no one will want to marry her, because they know she fools 
around with so many men. 

Prostitution exists to a very slight degree but does not 
seem to have a great hold on the tribe or be a typical Apache 
custom. 

Birth customs- One reason one sees so many crippled 
children is that dome mothers just strap them to the cradle-
board and keep them there all the time. Mothers do not 
wean their children until they are at least two years old. 
One will frequently see children who are running around and 
talking run up to their mother's for milk. Another reason 
why infants are so often undernourished here is that the 
women have them so soon after one another and are not nourished 
properly themselves - so their breast milk is very poor. Old 
women will sometimes suckle their daughters or ,,,  someone else's 
children if there is some reason why the mothers themselves 
can't do it. Her mother, (a Pima) suckled her own daughter's 
(Eva's sister's child, because the daughter was sick. She 
began to suckle the child-a little by little the milk came 
back to her breasts. Eva heard of same thing a number of 
times here among the Apache. As for twins: Eva is pregnant 
(in last month) now and a rumor had spread to Ciberbe that 
she had had twins. When we arrived at C., the old Mother of 
David told her that she had been tremendously happy when she 
heard that,since she knew that Eva was too intelligent and pro-
gressive to kill the second twin according to Apache custom. 
Besides, she knew that Eva being Pima, would not feel bound 
to act according to Apache custom. 

When her mother gave her a dipperful of tulapai she handed 
it over to the children and me, and when we finished and some 
was still left in the dipper, she drank up the rest (altho 
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